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The	  University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana-‐Champaign	  has	  a	  unique	  breadth	  of	  research	  
exper=se,	  with	  world-‐renowned	  strengths	  in	  the	  arts,	  agriculture,	  business,	  the	  
humani=es,	  and	  the	  social	  sciences,	  as	  well	  as	  top-‐ranked	  programs	  in	  the	  natural	  
sciences	  and	  engineering.	  	  Our	  researchers	  address	  society’s	  most	  pressing	  problems	  by	  
doing	  what	  we	  do	  best—interdisciplinary	  research	  that	  drives	  posi=ve	  change	  in	  our	  
communi=es,	  our	  state,	  our	  na=on,	  and	  the	  world.	  
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Even	  without	  a	  medical	  school,	  the	  University	  of	  Illinois	  at	  Urbana-‐Champaign	  is	  a	  
research	  powerhouse.	  We	  con=nue	  to	  grow	  the	  research	  enterprise,	  and,	  according	  to	  
the	  most	  recently	  available	  NSF	  data	  (FY	  2013),	  are	  the	  #22	  ins=tu=on	  in	  higher	  
educa=on	  research	  and	  development	  expenditures.	  
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Na=onally,	  federal	  funding	  for	  research	  has	  been	  stagnant.	  The	  proposed	  College	  of	  
Medicine	  will	  enable	  us	  to	  compete	  for	  more	  federal	  research	  funding.	  
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Important	  federal	  funding	  sources	  include	  the	  Na=onal	  Science	  Founda=on	  and	  the	  
Na=onal	  Ins=tutes	  of	  Health,	  but	  Illinois	  also	  has	  robust	  funding	  from	  the	  Department	  
of	  Defense,	  Homeland	  Security,	  the	  Department	  of	  Energy,	  USDA,	  and	  USAID.	  Research	  
in	  these	  areas	  hews	  closely	  to	  Illinois	  strengths	  in	  computa=on,	  energy	  research,	  drugs	  
and	  devices,	  electronics,	  and	  neuroscience,	  among	  many	  other	  areas.	  	  
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Year	  in	  and	  year	  out,	  Illinois	  is	  among	  the	  top	  universi=es	  in	  NSF-‐funded	  research	  and	  
development	  expenditures.	  
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Illinois	  has	  a	  remarkable	  rela=onship	  with	  the	  Na=onal	  Science	  Founda=on.	  The	  Blue	  
Waters	  Supercomputer	  is	  a	  cri=cal	  investment	  in	  our	  na=on’s	  research	  infrastructure,	  
enabling	  scien=sts	  across	  the	  country	  to	  accelerate	  their	  research,	  leading	  to	  new	  
knowledge	  and	  discovery.	  
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The	  three	  campuses	  of	  the	  University	  of	  Illinois	  rank	  #18	  on	  the	  NAIA	  
	  

46%	  of	  US	  patents	  issued	  in	  FY2014	  were	  licensed	  or	  op=oned	  at	  the	  =me	  of	  issuance.	  
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Royal=es	  are	  not	  the	  full	  measure	  of	  the	  impact	  of	  a	  robust	  tech	  transfer	  program.	  The	  
university’s	  intellectual	  property	  forms	  the	  basis	  for	  many	  successful	  start-‐up	  
companies	  who	  then	  go	  on	  to	  further	  develop	  IP	  and	  realize	  significant	  economic	  
impact	  in	  job	  crea=on,	  and	  ul=mately,	  benefit	  to	  society.	  
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FY	  2014	  start-‐up	  companies	  were	  based	  on	  innova=ons	  in	  areas	  such	  as	  Educa=on,	  
Aerospace	  Engineering,	  Advanced	  Materials,	  and	  Computer	  Networking	  and	  Security.	  
Early	  indicators	  suggest	  that	  Fiscal	  2015	  looks	  to	  be	  a	  very	  good	  year	  for	  start	  
companies	  licensing	  university	  intellectual	  property.	  
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